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CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION 

MAY 17, 2018 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Chairman Aram Ohanian. Commission 

members present were: Scott Anderson, Pete Gwyn, Will Harbauer, Tim Monaco, Aram 

Ohanian, Jon Orser, Elizabeth Ravas, and Carol Shepard. (8). Absent: Todd Grayson 

and Ed Nagle (2). Also present was Dave Creps, Clerk of Council. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Gwyn moved to approve the minutes of the May 3, 2018 meeting. Seconded by Mr. 

Monaco. Ayes: Anderson, Gwyn, Harbauer, Monaco, Ohanian, Ravas, and Shepard (7). 

Abstain: Orser (1). 

DISCUSSION REGARDING CHARTER 

Article IV The Mayor.  Mr. Ohanian suggested that the Commission consider 

recommending that the Mayor’s position become full-time. Mr. Orser said that the terms 

full-time and part-time are worthless, and we have a strong mayor system now. Mr. 

Ohanian said that he talked to two former mayors and they feel that the position is growing 

to the point that it should be made full-time. Mr. Ohanian said that the salary would have 

to be raised to indicate to voters that this would be their primary responsibility. He added 

that it is hard to maintain a full-time job and be mayor. Mr. Gwyn said that he worked 

under eight different mayors and it worked okay, and there is a great group of 

administrators handling day to day operations. Mr. Orser agreed that the mayor does not 

need to be present eight hours a day. He said that the mayor sets overall policy and it is 

carried out by his or her staff. Mr. Ohanian said that there are events held during the day, 

such as the water meetings. Ms. Ravas said that currently we are limiting the base of 

people who can run for mayor. Mr. Monaco said that Perrysburg is losing its voice and 

NORED and TMACOG meetings are held during the day and those are missed 

opportunities for the city. Ms. Ravas read language from the Streetsboro, Ohio charter 

that limits the mayor from having other employment. Mr. Creps said that precluding 

someone from having another job also limits the candidate pool. Mr. Ohanian made a 

motion that the following language be added to Article IV, Section 2.0 Qualifications - “The 

Mayor shall engage in no other remunerative employment requiring his or her time or 

attendance during normal business hours” and if approved, that there should be a review 

of the mayor’s salary to make the pay commensurate with the responsibility. Seconded 

by Mr. Anderson. Ayes: Monaco, Ohanian, Ravas, and Shepard (4). Nays: Anderson, 

Gwyn, Harbauer, and Orser (4). 

Article III Section 3 Compensation. Mr. Anderson said that council salaries vary greatly 

in our area. He said that Sylvania gets $12,300 a year, Oregon $9,000 a year, and Ottawa 

Hills only $120 a year. He said that to get a full year of service credit for PERS you must 

earn $660 a month. Mr. Anderson suggested that since the current Council salary is so 

close to this amount, that City Council should set their own salary, but that it be not less 
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than the amount to get one year of service credit with PERS. Council members Becky 

Williams and Barry VanHoozen were present and stated that they did not run for City 

Council to get the PERS credit. Mr. VanHoozen added that he does feel it could be an 

incentive that would help attract candidates. Mr. Orser said that he is not opposed to it, 

but he feels it should be handled legislatively.  

Mr. Orser made a motion to recommend to City Council that they consider Mr. Anderson’s 

proposal and take such action as they see fit. Mr. Harbauer seconded. Ayes: Gwyn, 

Harbauer, and Orser (3). Nays: Anderson, Ohanian, Ravas, and Shepard (4). Abstain: 

Monaco (1). 

Mr. Anderson moved to revise Article III Section 3.0 Compensation to include the existing 

language but add “Council’s salary shall be an amount not less than the credit needed for 

one year of contributing service under ORC 145.016 with the power of City Council to 

lower that number under normal voting guidelines”. Mr. Monaco seconded. Ayes: 

Anderson, Harbauer, Monaco, Ohanian, Ravas, and Shepard (6). Nays: Gwyn and Orser 

(2). 

Article IV The Mayor Section 1.0 Election and Term. Mr. Anderson suggested that the 

two term limit for mayor be removed or revised. He said that in the other charters that 

were given to the Commission, none of them has term limits. Mr. Harbauer said that there 

is not a term limit like for president, you just have to step away for a term and can run 

again. Mr. Orser said that it is not meant to be a lifetime job and two terms is enough to 

make your mark. Mr. Gwyn said that he could see limiting it to three terms. Mr. Ohanian 

said that he is in favor of two terms. Mr. Anderson said that he will shelve his thoughts 

and will do more research. 

Article IV The Mayor Section 2.0 Qualifications. No comments. 

Article IV The Mayor Section 3.0 Compensation. Mr. Harbauer noted that in Article III 

regarding City Council, the first day of September was changed to read “90 days prior to 

a regular municipal election”. Mr. Monaco moved to change the language from “before 

the first day of September next preceding” to “ninety (90) days prior to”. Seconded by Mr. 

Harbauer. Ayes: (8). Nays: (0). 

Article IV The Mayor Section 4.0 Absence or Vacancy. Ms. Ravas asked about the 

verbiage, and Mr. Ohanian clarified that unable to attend and unable to perform duties 

are different. 

Article IV The Mayor Section 5. 0 Executive Powers. No comments. 

Article IV The Mayor Section 6.0 Legislative Powers. No comments. 

Article V Finance Director Section 1.0 Appointment and Qualifications. Mr. Monaco 

made a motion to repeal all residency requirements for administrative offices in Articles 

V – VIII due to the Supreme Court ruling determining that such residency requirement is 

unconstitutional. Seconded by Ms. Ravas. Ayes: Anderson, Gwyn, Harbauer, Monaco, 
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Ohanian, Ravas, and Shepard (7). Nays: Orser (1). Mr. Orser said he is voting against it 

because he feels it was a stupid decision by the Ohio Supreme Court, and he feels the 

language should stay in there in case the decision is overturned. 

Article VII Administrative Officers and Departments. Ms. Ravas said that there had 

been some discussion about development and planning in relation to controlled growth. 

She asked whether this would be a good place to incorporate something about it into the 

Charter. Mr. Ohanian said that if we put something in the Charter about growth, he is 

concerned about unintended consequences. Mr. Creps suggested that the Department 

of Public Utilities which was created by City Council be added to the Charter. The 

Commission asked for the ordinance that created the Department of Public Utilities so 

they can see the language that was used. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Deborah Born complimented the Commission members on the time they are spending on 

this review and thanked them for their positive comments about City Council.  

Jim Hagen, 10741 Avenue Road, said that regarding the mayor’s position being full-time 

and being available during normal business hours, it has more to do with the candidates 

than with the qualifications. He added that when the mayor is unavailable department 

heads may attend a meeting.    

OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Ohanian and Mr. Gwyn will both be absent from the June 21, 2018 meeting. Mr. 

Ohanian recommended that Mr. Anderson be appointed as acting Chairman in their 

absence. Seconded by Mr. Monaco. Ayes: Gwyn, Harbauer, Ohanian, Orser, Ravas and 

Shepard (6). Nays: Anderson and Monaco (2). 

The meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

       Mary Jo Sutton 

  

Next meeting: Thursday, June 21, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 


